
 Building Trusts at the Lakes Edge 
 The Story of a Landnark Partnership  

https://earth.google.com/web/data=MkEKPwo9CiExLXRkd1BjXy1XRzBQLTh6dFNNVTk1UHhpcWNIV2VjTmsSFgoUMDk3ODAzNkU2NzJDMjA4OUNDM0MgAQ
https://earth.google.com/web/data=MkEKPwo9CiExLXRkd1BjXy1XRzBQLTh6dFNNVTk1UHhpcWNIV2VjTmsSFgoUMDk3ODAzNkU2NzJDMjA4OUNDM0MgAQ


 Meddybemps Lake Land Trust (MLLT)

For public benefit and for future generations, as well as for preservation of the habitats of 
the plant and animal life contained therein, to protect and conserve in perpetuity the scenic 
landscapes, natural terrain, and native ecosystems of the lakeshore lands, wetlands and 
adjoining woodlands and open space in and around the Meddybemps Lake watershed.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17KvY0ADxKxxMlE6DwkDd9Hbm_H13-hMU/view


3 Key Points!
• Don’t prepay if possible!

• Embrace Failure!

• Get great mentors!



MLLT Fast Facts

2 Parcels located at Northeast Corner of Lake
 
Purchased 2/12/2021 for 700K

~ 503 acres

~ 3.8miles of Shoreline
12% of Meddybemps Lake Total

~ 46.2 acres of Wetlands

Licensed Charitable Organization

Dedicated to Conservation and Equitable 
Public Access
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Frequently Asked Questions

• Do you pay taxes?• Do you live on the lake?

Source: 2016 Municipal Valuation Return Statistical 
Summary Report, Maine Bureau of Revenue Services; 
2017 MLTN Survey; and Governor LePage’s February 
2018 report on Maine’s land trusts and non-profits



Phase 1
Conservation Goals



Phase 1- Discovery and Purchase of MLLT Property

2011

Conversations 
began with Charlie 

Murray
 

2014

MLLT was created 
in response to  
development 

interest

2015 & 2016

MLLT became a 
Maine charitable 
organization &

501c3.

2015

MLLT consisted 
of a President 

with 7 Directors 

2020
MLLT executed 
purchase option 
and raised the 

initial payment of 
35K

2021
Closing & signing 

of MLLT deed.
Bi-yearly 

Payments began 
Sept 2021

2019
Purchase option 
went into effect 
upon Charlie 

Murray’s death in 
June 2019

2018
MILT Signed 

Purchase 
Agreement with 
Charlie Murray



MLLT Expenses



Phase 2- Secure Funding
   

2022
Identify potential 
funding sources 

Ineligible for 
funding from TPL, 

TNC, CFP

2022
Meetings with 

Maine Wetlands 
Coalition (MWC)

2023
NRCS Land 
Management 

grant obtained
 Environmental 

Assessment done

2023
With support from 
MWC, we partner 

with DLLT and 
submit NAWCA 

grant

2024
200K Endowment 

secured from 
Anonymous 

Donor

2024
DLLT will own the 

503 acres and 
shall be managed 

in perpetuity by 
MLLT

2024 
Survey Completed

Parking Lot 
Completed

2024
NAWCA Funded
the Meddybemps 
Project $562,000-
pending appraisal

 



Phase 2  Conservation & Funding



Projects



Meddybemps Lake Land Trust eBirders

Meddybemps Lake Land Trust MLLT, Washington, Maine, United States - eBird Hotspot

https://ebird.org/barchart?r=L26077943
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L26077943


Woodland Elementary School Chestnut 
Restoration Project



Phase 3    Land Management       2024 & Forward

For public benefit and for future 
generations, as well as for 
preservation of the habitats of 
the plant and animal life 
contained therein, to protect and 
conserve in perpetuity the scenic 
landscapes, natural terrain, and 
native ecosystems of the 
lakeshore lands, wetlands and 
adjoining woodlands and open 
space in and around the 
Meddybemps Lake watershed.

Work on clearing 
existing trails- 

Volunteer 
opportunities

 Work with DLLT 
following F&W 
guidelines for 
land usage

Make decisions 
which focus and 

align with our 
mission

Seek out funding 
opportunities to 

enhance the 
property



Phase 3   
Develop and Maintain Trails



MLLT Website and Social Media
 

Meddybemps Lake Land Trust | Meddybemps Lake Land Trust (Powered by Donorbox)

         Home | MLLT   mllt.org MLLT Facebook 

https://donorbox.org/meddybemps-lake-land-trust
https://www.mllt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100081198859642&mibextid=LQQJ4d


Future Educational Opportunities

• Work with local schools to promote 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM)

• Stormwater Management 
Research Team (SMART) 
developed with UMaine College of 
Engineering

• Focus on climate change and local 
impacts

https://umaine.edu/smartincludes/


3 Key Points!
• Don’t prepay if possible!

• Embrace Failure!

• Get great mentors!



Many thanks to those 
who helped us!

✔ Forest Society of Maine

✔ Maine Wetlands Coalition

✔ Downeast Lakes Land Trust

✔ The Nature Conservancy

✔ The Conservation Fund

✔ Trust for Public Land

✔ Steve Keith

✔ Jay Petri

✔ Steve Norton



Contact Information

•MLLT@meddybemps.org

•Cary James – President 
(chemjames@gmail.com)

•Karen Putnam – Vice President 
(ktp723@gmail.com)

mailto:MLLT@meddybemps.org
mailto:chemjames@gmail.com
mailto:ktp723@gmail.com


THANK YOU!





Ryan Lake
 

~12 acres
Depths up to 16 feet
Spring fed
Outlet at south end
Chain pickerel and yellow perch



Baileyville Mill View



Butler Point


